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DEAR FRIENDS & FAMILY,
 
We want to wish you the happiest of holidays and bring 
you up to date on the activities of the Madeleine Jude 
Brown Foundation. 2018 has been another busy and 
productive year for the Foundation. This year, two Mad-
eleine Jude Brown Scholarships were awarded.  One 
student graduated from Tucker High School and the 
second was in the first graduating class for Cristo Rey 
Jesuit High School.  Five scholars have graduated from 
college and are employed. The current scholars have 
settled well into their fall semesters, and our wonder-
ful students continue Madeleine’s legacy through their 
dedication and perseverance. Watching them flourish 
gives us such pride and joy as Madeleine’s legacy con-
tinues!  We are deeply grateful for them. We hope you 
will enjoy reading about these wonderful young adults 
and the Foundation’s activities in this newsletter. We are 
so thankful for the love and support you have extend-
ed to us over the years. May the Peace that surpasses 
all understanding be upon you and your loved ones this 
Holiday Season.

Peace,
Mary, Reay, Veronica and Annie
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FERDOWS ABDUL QASSIMI | 2016

SIMON CHANG | 2015

Ferdous Qassimi is a junior at Emory University, majoring in Environmental Science. This 
year, Ferdous began working in a research lab in the Malaria Host-Pathogen Interaction 
Center at Emory University. After getting a bachelor’s degree, he hopes to pursue a mas-
ters in Environmental Engineering. Ferdous is grateful to the MJB Foundation. The tran-
sition to college, he says, “tests your character. Suddenly, you are not as successful as you 
were in high school. You need to go through this phase but it helps to have someone mentor 
you to reduce the impact.”

Simon Chang is a senior at the University of Georgia majoring in Exercise and Sports Sci-
ence with a minor in Chinese Language and Literature. This year, Simon was accepted into 
the McNair Scholars Program that prepares selected students for doctoral post-graduate 
studies. He was awarded the International Student Life Leadership Award. Currently he 
is President of the Thai Student Association. For the past two years, Simon has worked in 
two different research labs.  His work has been presented at the Emory University Science 
Technology Engineering Math (STEM) Symposium and also the University of Georgia Cen-
ter for Undergraduate Research Opportunities (CURO) Symposium. After graduation, Si-
mon hopes to pursue a PhD in Nutrition.

JANKI PATEL | 2017

Janki Patel is a sophomore at the University of Georgia where she plans to major in Envi-
ronmental Science. She pursued a very challenging academic load freshman year and then 
spent the summer taking Organic Chemistry with a lab at Georgia Gwinnett College. Ad-
ditionally, she worked as a medical assistant at Northside Hospital. Returning to Athens for 
this fall, Janki feels prepared for another busy year. She is active in Delta Phi Omega (the 
Indian Academic Sorority) where she is putting her time management and study skills to 
good use as the Academic Chair.

LISBETH VILLEGAS | 2018

On April 19, 2018, Lisbeth Villegas was named the 10th Madeleine Jude Brown Scholar. In 
addition to a successful academic record at Tucker, Lisbeth was active in HOPE (Hispanic 
Organization Promoting Education), the National Honor Society and the Arab Cultural 
Society. Outside of school, she was a math tutor and a leader in PRIME TIME at the Tucker 
Public Library. PRIME TIME encourages reading and love of the library among children and 
their families especially those who speak Spanish as their first language. In addition to the 
Madeleine Jude Brown Scholarship, Lisbeth received the Oglethorpe Power Scholarship 
and the Wyonda Pringley Scholarship. Lisbeth is a freshman at Mercer University where she 
hopes to pursue a pre-Law course of study.
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DARIANA RUIZ | 2018

MJB IN THE COMMUNITY

MADELEINE JUDE BROWN FOUNDATION

On May 17, 2018, Dariana Ruiz was named the second Madeleine Jude Brown Scholar for 
2018.  Dariana was a member of the first graduating class from the Cristo Rey Jesuit High 
School.  In addition to excelling academically, Dariana spent one day each week working 
with a corporate sponsor and four evenings each week at a community job to help with 
family expenses.  Dariana has developed a keen interest in writing (she won a Georgia state-
wide writing contest for St. Patrick’s Day), limb prosthetics and car shows. She hopes to 
study biomedical engineering. She has matriculated at Georgia State University but plans 
to transfer in January to the University of Georgia where she will be the recipient of the Zell 
Miller HOPE Scholarship – the highest scholarship that Georgia awards. 

On Saturday, December 16th, 2017, the 10th Madeleine Jude Brown Invitational Swim and 
Dive Meet was held at Marist Pool. Several board members were present to greet swimmers 
and their families. It was the last MJB Meet organized by Terry Blish, who handed over the 
Marist Swim Team reins to Chris Marshall. Chris coached Madeleine at Emory University 
and will continue the MJB Swim Meet tradition. This year’s meet will be at Georgia Tech on 
Saturday, December 15th.

The MJB Foundation began a second scholarship line with Cristo Rey Jesuit High School 
(www.cristoreyatlanta.org). The scholarship will be awarded to one graduating senior and 
continue for four years as long as the student remains in good academic standing. “Cristo 
Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School is a Catholic learning community that educates young peo-
ple of limited economic means, of any faith or creed, to become men and women for and 
with others. Through a rigorous college preparatory curriculum, integrated with a relevant 
work study experience, students graduate prepared for college and life.”

The MJB Foundation continues to support Mercy Care which provides medical care to un-
derserved communities. Mercy Care operates 11 clinics throughout Atlanta and extends 
Primary Care and Mental Health services to homeless camps through its Street Medicine 
program. This fall, Atlanta’s first Recuperative Care Program for Women will open at the 
City of Refuge Center. The recuperative facility will provide a place to recover for homeless 
women discharged from Grady Hospital. 
(www.mercyatlanta.org)
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ANIYA HAMILTON | 2013

MELANIE McCALL | 2012

RAVEN OSBORNE | 2011

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

After graduating from the University of Georgia in Environmental Sciences, Aniya com-
pleted an internship at the Health Department in Trinidad, Colorado and worked for the 
DeKalb County Board of Health. In June she was accepted into the Peace Corps where she 
will be a Public Health Educator for 2 years in Togo, West Africa. She has become fluent in 
French and loves “how everything is new again; I have to re-figure things out and it’s super 
challenging!” Follow Aniya on Facebook at Aniya Freeman.

Melanie graduated from Georgia Tech in Computational Media and works at  Turner Broad-
casting as a functional programmer. This summer, Melanie was  the only non-management 
employee at Turner selected by the Global Technology & Operations Division to paticipate 
in the Internship Mentoring program (https://youtu.be/_s9weMFJB-Q).
In addition to excelling at work, Melanie is becoming a certified yoga instructor!

Raven graduated from Kennesaw State University in Psychology. Eventually she hopes to 
work in special needs education but will spend a year teaching English to young students in 
Nanjing, China beginning April 2019. Throughout her college career, Raven has been active 
at Buckhead Church and Passion City Church. “The word says that when the Lord taketh 
away, he blesses us with a blessing far greater than we could ever imagine. I am so thankful…”

YEMESRACH TADESSE | 2009

Yemi lives in Addis Ababa where she is a Partnership Manager for Iceaddis, which is the first 
technology innovation hub in Ethiopia (www.iceaddis.com). She completed the Leadership 
Management Program at the Swedish Institute and was featured in a mini-documentary at 
https://vimeo.com/238070272.


