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Dear Friends and Family, 
We want to wish you the happiest of holidays and 

bring you up to date on the activities of the 

Madeleine Jude Brown Foundation. 

2016 has been another busy and productive year for 

the Foundation. The eighth Madeleine Jude Brown 

Scholarship was awarded.  As you know from last 

year, we started a second line of support in order to 

help a young scholar from Nepal finish his last two 

years of high school in the United States. The current 

scholars have settled well into their fall semesters, and 

our wonderful scholars continue Madeleine’s legacy 

through their hard work and perseverance. Their 

accomplishments give us such pride and joy as 

Madeleine’s legacy continues!  We are deeply 

grateful for them.  

We hope you will enjoy reading about these 

wonderful young adults and the Foundation’s 

activities in this newsletter.  

We are deeply grateful for the love and support you 

have extended to us over the years. May the Peace 

that surpasses all understanding be upon you and 

your loved ones this Holiday Season. 

 

Peace, 

 

Mary, Reay, Veronica and Annie 
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Aniya Hamilton is a senior at the University of Georgia, 

and she has the rigorous schedule to prove it! She is 

finishing her second to last semester in Athens this year 

and will be studying abroad with the University of 

Cape Coast in Ghana, where she will continue her 

studies in Environmental Science. Aniya was in Ghana 

this past summer and found the people “generous 

and welcoming.” Aniya is involved in her toxicology, 

physics 2, and weight training classes as well as her 

internship. In addition to her academic success, 

Aniya’s coed volleyball team won the UGA Intramural 

championships. She is learning so much and said “the 

MJB Scholarship has opened up a world without 

limitations. It has opened up dimensions of my 

mentality… and it is something from a dream world.” 

Top: Aniya screening children in Ghana.  

Bottom: Aniya with the middle school student she has 

mentored for 3 years.  

 

SIMON CHANG 

ANIYA HAMILTON 
 

Simon Chang, the 7th MJB scholar, is a 

sophomore at the University of Georgia. He 

has just been accepted into the 2017 

Atlantis Fellowship program. The Atlantis 

Fellowship is designed for students 

preparing for a career in the healthcare 

field who are interested in experiencing 

medicine in a global context “to broaden 

their horizons and expand their perspective 

as a physician”. Simon, who is majoring in 

Physical Therapy, will be traveling to Spain 

this summer. In addition to a busy 

academic schedule, Simon is the treasurer 

of the Thai Student Association and a group 

leader in the Korean Christian Ministry of 

Athens. 

Top: Simon (Left) and his friends  

Bottom: In his spare time, Simon enjoys 

spending time outside and hiking.   
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FERDOWS ABDUL QUDUS 

APOORVA THAPA 

Top: Apoorva and his band performing in 

concert.  

Bottom: A residential dorm, called 

Kosciusko house, includes students from 

around the world.  Apoorva, 5th from the 

left, is a residential advisor. 

 

Apoorva, who is from Katmandu, Nepal, attends the 

United World College in Montezuma, New Mexico, 

which combines a rigorous IB academic curriculum with 

an experiential, hands-on-approach to learning. He 

studies with students from 70 other countries. He says in 

his reflection, (see insert for full reflection): “Educating 

youth with the values of ideological diversity, 

sustainability and cultural cohesion is crucial in order to 

build a world in which one day we hope to see 

prevailing peace.” 

Ferdows Abdul Qudus is the 8th Madeleine Jude 

Brown Scholar. His family emigrated to Atlanta from 

Afghanistan by way of Tajikistan. He graduated 

from Tucker High School in the Spring of 2016 with 

an International Baccalaureate diploma and a 4.0 

GPA. He writes: “I am a refugee. I am a survivor of 

the Afghan Soviet War. I consider myself a lottery 

winner; I haven’t won a million dollars or a penny. I 

have been given the opportunity to live in the 

United States of America.” Ferdows is enrolled at 

Emory University where he hopes to study Biology or 

Neuroscience. 

Top: Ferdows (4th from left) with close Tucker 

friends.  

Bottom: Ferdows and his family on the day of his 

high school graduation. 

 
“Live as if you were to die tomorrow, learn as if you were to live 
forever.”  

 - Ghandi  

 



 

 

 

Alex “Tap” Pribbenow has been a pioneer from the 

beginning. Graduating from the Savannah College of Art 

and Design in 2014, he has been pursuing new technology 

and new adventures ever since. Tap lives in Seattle with his 

girlfriend, Claire, and wears two hats: as a Barista and 

studio Game Designer. He says “I am making coffee by 

day, and programming and designing games by night.” 

Go, Tap! …or should we say “Grow, Tap!” He is still 

manufacturing and self-publishing his first, award- winning 

board game: Grow - The Organic Building Game and is 

hoping to finish up his Kickstarter fulfillment before May 

2017.  This May will mark 2 years since beginning this 

funding campaign. 

Right: Tap and Claire in the presence of a natural miracle.  

 

YEMI!  

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
 

ON TAP  

A (MC)CALL IN THE NEWS 

Yemesrach Tadesse, the first MJB scholar, graduated 

from Emory University in 2013. Yemi grew up in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia and after graduation she returned there 

to work with the Ethiopian extension of the Himalayan 

Cataract Project. Yemi made many important 

connections with HCP and this year became a 

Partnership Manager for Iceaddis, which is the first 

technology innovation hub in Ethiopia. She also is working 

with several international corporations including the 

British Council, Harvard Business School, and the 

International Research and Exchange Corporation. She 

was recently featured in the French magazine, LaCroix. 

  

Melanie McCall (pictured on the right) is finishing up her 

final challenging computer graphics class at the Georgia 

Institute of Technology and will graduate in December 

with a degree in Computational Media. She continues to 

pursue a deeper self-knowledge and to explore her 

potential through challenging experiences. She is 

interning at CNN headquarters this semester and is 

applying for a full-time position as a Systems/Software 

Developer. Working at Turner has been a long-time 

dream. She says “I can feel a higher purpose calling me 

to do more, so I am pushing myself to find out what I am 

supposed to do in life. So far, it has been a great journey!” 

"A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and 

culture is like a tree without roots." 
-Marcus Garvey 


