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Dear Friends and Family, 

We want to wish you the happiest of holidays and bring you up to date on the activities of 
the Madeleine Jude Brown Foundation.  

2015 has been a busy and productive year for the Foundation.  The seventh Madeleine 
Jude Brown Scholarship was awarded in April.  A second line of support was established to help a 
young man from Nepal finish his last two years of high school in the United States. The current 
scholars have settled into fall semester, are working hard and thriving. The mentorship program is 
in full swing and we have begun to receive orders for our college manual. Our web site has been 
reconfigured and we now have a presence on social media. 

We hope you will enjoy reading about these wonderful young adults and the Foundation’s 
activities in this newsletter. 

We are deeply grateful for the love and support you have extended to us over the years. 
May the Peace that surpasses all understanding be upon you and your loved ones this Holiday 
Season. 

                                                                                                    Peace, 

                                                                                                    Mary, Reay, Veronica and Annie 
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Scholar  Updates  
 

Melanie McCall                                                                               _      Class of 2016 

Melanie McCall is a senior at the Georgia Institute of Technology 
where she is majoring in Computational Media. In April, Melanie was 
asked be the keynote speaker at the 2015 Tucker High School Top Ten 
Percent Ceremony. Melanie, who co-authored the manual, Making the 
Jump to College, spoke to the students and their parents. She described 
the evolution of her own attitude towards education and how her 
priorities have changed. Her top tips for the seniors: 1) Relax… you 
are already impressive, 2) Call home,  3) Failing is not the end of the 
road; it’s part of the journey, and 4) Be more than a GPA. Following 
her address, Melanie signed books for students and parents in the 
lobby.  Details of Melanie’s speech are available at 
www.madeleinejudebrown.com.  
 
Melanie spent the summer in Des Moines, Iowa, working for the 
Principal Financial Group and worked as a web developer during the 
school year. In her free time, she is president of the Georgia Tech 
Salsa Dancing Club.  
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Simon  Chang ____________________    _____________ ________Class of 2019 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

While excelling academically and in extracurricular activities, it was Simon’s thankfulness, compassion, generosity and 
leadership that most impressed his teachers.  One teacher wrote that in group projects Simon “always shouldered the 
leadership role and became a beacon of support for his group.” Another wrote: “he is a joy to be around… an old soul, wise 
and mature beyond his years.” 

Simon is a freshman at the University of Georgia and he plans to major in Biology. 
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Aniya Hamilton                                                                                 _    Class of 2017 

Aniya Hamilton is a junior at the University of Georgia where she is 
studying Environmental Health Science. She had a rigorous year 
academically but performed at the highest level completing several 
prerequisites such as Organic Chemistry and Biology. 

Aniya has successfully balanced a challenging academic load with 
extracurricular activities and community service. Last year, she played on a 
girl’s intramural volleyball team and a co-ed basketball team. Both of her 
teams made it to the championship game! She was treasurer of the 
Environmental Science Club and mentored a 5th grade student at Gaines 
Elm Elementary School. 

In July, Aniya was asked to be the guest speaker at the graduation 
ceremony for Reach for Excellence, a tuition-free academic and leadership 
enrichment program run by Marist School “that empowers determined 
learners and expands their possibilities in the classroom, in the 
community, and in life”. Aniya had completed the program in 2009. Her 
speech was about change and how daunting change can be. “I have a secret 
to tell you”, she said to the students. “You already know how to handle 
change, and handle it well at that! Not only were you accepted to such an 
honorable program, but you made it through! In every single one of you 
Ms. Dessables saw an individual who knew or who was in the midst of 
learning how to overcome adversity. Those who are able to overcome 
adversity possess the skills to not only accept whatever change is thrown 
at them but also make that change into one that benefits their lives 
positively”. 

 

 

On April 29, 2015, the seventh Madeleine Jude Brown Scholar was named 
at the Tucker High School Senior Awards Ceremony.  Simon Chang was 
raised by his widowed mother who held, at times, up to three jobs to 
support him. Watching her inspired him to work hard and to make a 
positive impact in the world. Simon was enrolled in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Tucker which he completed with a grade point 
average of 4.12. He was the recipient of the Presidential Academic 
Excellence Award, the University of Georgia Academic Award and the 
Oglethorpe Power Award.  

In addition to his studies, Simon was a member of the varsity tennis team, 
tutored at both Midvale Elementary School and the Tucker Chinese 
Christian Church and was an active member of the National Wildlife 
Federation.  
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Apoorva Thapa                                                                                     Class of 2017 

This year, the Madeleine Jude Brown Foundation extended a scholarship 
opportunity to Apoorva Thapa to complete his last 2 years of high school at the 
Armand Hammer United World College of the American West in New Mexico.  
Apoorva was born in Kathmandu, Nepal. The value of an education was 
something that he understood from a very young age and is reflected by his 
extracurricular activities. Through Save the Children, he worked with child 
laborers in the brick kilns of Bhaktapur District in Nepal. He assisted in a 
screening eye clinic conducted by the Tilganga Institute of Ophthalmology in a 
hearing impaired community. This past summer, Apoorva interned with Nagarik 
Awaaz, a local Nepali NGO committed to peace building in Nepal where he 
volunteered with the earthquake relief/rebuild program nagarikaawaz.org. 

Apoorva’s quest to broaden his global view began two years ago. His efforts 
paid off as he was accepted into the United World College USA. UWC-USA is 
one of 15 United World College (UWC) campuses located on five continents. A 
two-year residential school, UWC-USA serves students age 16-19 who typically 
represent more than 70 different countries. Students participate in a unique 
program that combines a rigorous academic curriculum with an experiential, 
hands-on approach to learning. “UWC makes education a force to unite people, 
nations and cultures for peace and a sustainable future”  uwcusa.ccsct.com.  The 
school has attracted the support of world leaders such as the late President of 
South Africa, Nelson Mandela.  

We are looking forward to following Apoorva on his journey.  “A UWC education will help me develop a deep sense of 
self, a passion for values in which I believe and an understanding of my individual capacity to impact the world. Being 
Nepali, I will be able to bring ideals such as intercultural understanding, celebration of difference and respect for our 
environment back to my nation and hopefully contribute to a positive change that is larger than myself.”   

Featured Graduate Update 
 

Alex Pribbenow _____________________________________ _____Class of 2014 

Alex is living in Seattle and 
developing his tabletop 
game, GROW, which was 
funded by Kickstarter. Grow 
was featured in the May 
issue of Popular Science 
Magazine: “10 Things We 
Are Obsessed With”.  
www.popsci.com/10-things-
were-obsessed 
In August, Grow was 
featured at Gen Com 2015. 
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News__________________________________________________                                                        
 

Madeleine Jude Brown Invitational Swimming Meet__________________________________________ 

On Saturday, December 20, 2014, the 
7th Madeleine Jude Brown Invitational 
Swim and Dive Meet was held at Emory 
University in the aquatic center named 
for Madeleine. This year, 38 schools 
brought 1,026 athletes to compete in 
what has become one of the largest high 
school sporting events in Georgia. Many 
swimmers posted best times and 
achieved qualifying times for the Georgia 
State Meet. The work of the MJB 
Foundation was highlighted as several 
Board members greeted visitors, 
swimmers and families upon arriving for 
the competition. 

The 2015 MJB Invitational Meet will 
be held from 9AM to 4PM on 
Saturday, December 19th at the 
Madeleine Jude Brown Aquatic 
Center of Emory University. All are 
welcome to join us as we greet the 
athletes and their families. 

 

 

The MJB Web Site got a new look this year with lots of fresh stories 
and pictures. You can keep up with all the scholars’ activities during 
the year. The college manual, Making the Jump to College, is available to 
order on line. 

After 9 years, Madeleine Jude is back on Facebook. Friend us! 

We’re official…our U.S. Trademark was awarded in July 2014. 

 

 
 

 


