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The second MJB scholar, Alex Pribbenow, graduated magna cum laude from the 
Savannah College of Art and Design with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Interactive 
Game Design. Veronica and Mary attended the graduation in Savannah on 
Madeleine’s birthday, May 31, 2014.  At the end of the ceremony, Alex 
presented Mary with his mantle saying that the SCAD tradition was to give 
your mantle to someone “for whom you are grateful”. He was deeply grateful 
for the Foundation and the opportunities it brought to him. We all burst into 
tears…. 

Alex had a very busy summer. In June he was asked to participate in the 
Electronic Entertainment Expo (“E3”) in Los Angeles. E3 is the world's 
premier trade show for computer and video games and draws thousands of 
professionals to review groundbreaking new technologies for computers, video 
game consoles, handheld systems, mobile and social, and the Internet. 

In August, Alex returned to Indianapolis and the Gen Com Convention (the 
longest running and largest gaming convention in the world) but this time as a 
judge for the “Death Match” table top competition. 

While at SCAD, Alex developed a tabletop game, Grow, which was selected out 
of 500 contestants by IndieCade to showcase at the International Festival of 
Independent Games in October. Fifteen table top games were featured at the 
Festival and Grow was presented with the Game Design Award for 2014.  

Alex has moved to Seattle to begin production of Grow. 
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Dear Friends and Family, 

 

We want to wish you the happiest of holidays and bring you up to date on the 
activities of the Madeleine Jude Brown Foundation.  

2014 has been a busy and productive year for the Foundation. Our first two scholars 
have graduated from college and both are busy pursuing their careers.  The sixth Madeleine 
Jude Brown Scholarship was awarded in April 2014.  All of the current scholars have settled 
into fall semester, are working hard and thriving. The mentoring aspect of our scholarship has 
matured and in May our college manual was published.  

We hope you will enjoy reading about these wonderful young adults and all our 
activities in this newsletter. 

We are deeply grateful for the love and support you have extended to us over the 
years. May the Peace that surpasses all understanding be upon you and your loved ones this 
holiday season. 

 

Peace, 

Mary, Reay, Veronica and Annie 

 

 

 

The Pribbenow Family at the 2014 SCAD Graduation 

Alex demonstrates Grow at the International Festival of 

Independent Games 
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Raven Osborne completed her third year at Valdosta State University where she has 
been studying Early Childhood Education. During sophomore year, Raven had made 
a Chrysalis Retreat with a local church community. The experience had a profound 
impact on her:  “I really believe that Journey molded me in a way that I can be ‘The 
Timothy’ for my friends”. She came to understand that you must “trust in yourself 
and believe that what is meant to be is already out in the universe”. 

In May, Raven moved back to Atlanta to help her family. She has secured a job in the 
community and has transferred to the Education School at Kennesaw State 
University. “Everything happens for a reason and at it’s own timing…[it is important 
not to] limit yourself. ‘Never’ is not an option. Be open to anything and everything. 
Your options are endless! Be kind, view everyone through the same lens… most 
importantly don’t be afraid to let go of something to only gain something better in the 
end”. 
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Melanie McCall is a junior at the Georgia Institute of Technology where she is 
majoring in computational media. Over the past year she has held a part-time job 
building and maintaining two web sites for a private company. She also is President of 
the Georgia Tech Salsa Dancing Club! She has gotten her rhythm at school and has a 
good support group that manages to get out and do fun activities like hiking and ice 
skating. 

In October, Melanie was invited to attend the Grace Hopper Celebration of Women in 
Computing Conference held in Phoenix, Arizona. The conference, produced by the 
Anita Borg Institute, is the largest meeting of women in technology. 

In 2013, Melanie, Veronica and Annie took the time management skills that Melanie 
developed at Tech and expanded them to create a manual for high school students 
transitioning to college. Catharine Lynch Intemann, Madeleine’s aunt, was invaluable 
in the organization and preparation of the book. In May 2014, the first edition of the 
book was published. Written by students for students, it provides practical advice and 
sensitive encouragement for a number of topics including time management, 
academics, financial matters and emotional health.   

 The Manual has been published and in May was distributed to graduating high school 
seniors in Virginia. More information is available at: 

 

 

 

 

 

Madeleine Jude Brown Foundation 
3845 Club Drive 

Atlanta, GA 30319 
(404)-237-4368 

www.madeleinejudebrown.com 
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Aniya Hamilton is in her second year at the University of Georgia 
where she is studying Environmental Health Science. The 
requirements for this major have been stiff but Aniya thus far has 
achieved great success. 

Over the summer, Aniya had an internship with the Dekalb County 
Board of Health. 

Despite the heavy academic load, Aniya has thoroughly enjoyed her 
time at UGA. She has managed to juggle a part-time job and a 
position in an Environmental Studies research laboratory. This year 
she is the treasurer of the Environmental Science Club and in the 
fall played intramural volleyball. Her team made it all the way to the 
finals before being eliminated!!!  

Aniya’s passion for life is infective! 
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2014-2018                                                               Daisha Coleman 

On April 30, 2014, Daisha Coleman became the 6th Madeleine Jude 
Brown Scholar.  Daisha moved from Richmond, Virginia before the 
start of her junior year in high school and from the minute she 
arrived at Tucker, she performed at the very highest level. She was 
accepted into the International Baccalaureate Program and inducted 
into the National Honor Society in junior year, ultimately finishing 
with a cumulative GPA of 4.0. 

 Daisha was an active volunteer in the food pantry of First Saint Paul 
AME Church. At Tucker, she served as a leader in the Rising Star 
Mentoring Program which helps to prepare incoming students for 
the transition from middle school to high school. The coordinator of 
the Saint Paul Food Pantry described Daisha in this way: “She is 
diligent, with perseverance and grace. She has the ability to try and 
understand a situation before dealing with it.” Our world needs more 
people and leaders with these qualities.  

Daisha began Mercer University in the fall where she hopes to major 
in Biology. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first MJB scholar, Yemesrach Tadesse, 
graduated from Emory University in 
December 2013 and now is in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, working with the 
American Society of Cataract and 
Refractive Surgery (ASCRS) Foundation, 
The Robert Sinskey Eye Clinic and the 
Himalayan Cataract Project to help 
coordinate medical and surgical Eye Care. 
She is their representative on the ground 
and from her experiences there with her 
own foundation, Action4Words, she has 
established a network of support in the 
region.  
Pranav Amin, MD, one of the volunteer ophthalmologists writes: “I wanted to let you 
know what a positive impact your foundation is making in lives of so many... Yemi 
radiates positivity with her enthusiasm… ‘I want to learn and I can’.” 
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Madeleine Jude Brown Invitational Swimming Meet_____________________________________________ 

On December 13th, Marist School hosted the 6th Madeleine Jude Brown 
Invitational Swimming Meet at the Emory University Aquatic Center.   This 
annual event, held in the pool named for Madeleine, has become one of the 
largest and most popular sporting events for Georgia high schools. The 
work of the MJB Foundation was highlighted and our current scholars 
greeted visitors, swimmers and families on the upper concourse. 
 
The 2014 MJB Invitational Meet will be held from 8AM to 4PM on 
Saturday, December 20th at the Madeleine Jude Brown Aquatic Center 
of Emory University. All are welcome to join us and our scholars as we 
greet the athletes and their families. 

 

 

What  Are They Up To?  
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Yemi and her brother, Frazier at Emory graduation  

Grateful patient after cataract surgery.  

Photo by Yemi.  

 

Pranav Amin, MD & Yemi Tadesse 

 

Matt Vieson, Annie Brown, Kyle Conarro, Claire Conarro, 

Melissa Withorn, Kathleen Hersey, Anne Locker, Mary Brown, 

John Locker, Beth Locker 

 

On August 17, 2014, the Capital City Waves Swim Team named Zeke Day as the 
Carpe Diem Award recipient.  Each year, the Carpe Diem Award is given to the 
swimmer who best reflected Madeleine's spirit: her joy, enthusiasm, perseverance 
and "Don't Quit" attitude. Madeleine coached the Capital City Waves in 2006.  

Zeke Day is fourteen years old. He joined the swim team when he was 11 and 
made significant strides each year.  He is an accomplished athlete who also plays 
lacrosse and became a natural team leader.   Zeke’s best stroke was backstroke and 
over 2 years he dropped his 50 back time 8 seconds to 28.77. His team spirit, love 
for competition and never-give-up attitude embodied Madeleine's spirit. 

2014 Capital City Waves Award _______________________________________________________________ 

 


