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Our first scholar, Yemesrach Tadesse, will graduate from Emory University 
in December 2013. Yemi has had an incredible career at Emory.  At the 
end of junior year, she and 7 other rising seniors were invited to join an 
honor society that has deep roots with the University and the Atlanta 
community. She was in charge of organizing a lecture series at Emory and 
met many successful and influential alumni. As a result of this activity, she 
was invited to participate in Georgia Law Day in April 2013 and spoke 
about education as a keystone of civil rights. 

Later that month, Yemi traveled to Boston to attend the Specialty Coffee 
Association of America annual convention where she met Tadesse Meskela 
who produced the movie “Black Gold” and had lunch with the CEO of 
the Ethiopian Coffee Exchange. 

In May, Yemi organized a fundraising event and photographic exhibition 
to benefit Action for Words, her own foundation which has been building 
schools in rural Ethiopia. She hopes to continue this work after graduation.  

Yemi’s first manuscript was published in Social Science & Medicine: “Rapidly 
Rising Food Prices and the Experience of Food Insecurity in Urban 
Ethiopia: Impacts on Health and Wellbeing”. 
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Dear Friends and Family, 

 

We want to wish you the happiest of holidays and bring you up to date on the activities of the 

Madeleine Jude Brown Foundation.  

 

2013 has been a year of transition for us. Our first scholar, Yemesrach (“Yemi”) Tadesse, will graduate 

from Emory University in December and plans to return to Ethiopia to continue her work providing 

educational and health opportunities to the less fortunate. We will miss her greatly but our hearts are full 

of pride and gratitude for the great gift she has been to us.   

 

Alex Pribbenow has excelled academically and creatively at SCAD and is due to graduate ahead of 

schedule. He has entered his work in some national competitions with great success. It will be a pleasure 

to follow him in his professional career. 

 

Raven Osborne and Melanie McCall are working hard as they move into the required courses for their 

majors. Our most recent scholar, Aniya Hamilton, has benefited from their mentoring and camaraderie. 

We hope you will enjoy reading about all of our scholars in this newsletter.  

 

We are deeply grateful for the love and support you have extended to us over the years. May the Peace 

that surpasses all understanding be upon you and your loved ones this holiday season. 

 

Peace, 

Mary, Reay, Veronica and Annie 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Alex Pribbenow completed his third year at the Savannah College of Art 
and Design where he is majoring in Interactive Design and Game 
Development. He spent second semester attending SCAD in Hong Kong 
where he studied Asian Game Development, Culture and Intercultural 
Communications. The Foundation received several emails from him and 
lots of photos (mostly of food!). Alex wrote: “I just want to say that this 
probably never would have happened without you and everyone at the 
Foundation, and that I am more thankful than I could ever put into 
words.” 

Alex returned to Savannah and began work on the development of a table 
top game. He created a game titled “Grow” where players slowly construct 
a tree with branches, leaves and flowers all made out of tiny wooden pieces 
that fit together. Players can send bugs to attack opponents’ branches. 
Pruning may also be involved. Grow won the best new game award at 
SCAD then went on to win the regional competition. On August 15th, Alex 
traveled to Indianapolis to the Gen Com Gaming Convention (the longest 
running and largest gaming convention in the world) where he competed 
with 15 other developers for best new game of the year. The winner of the 
competition will be announced at Gen Com 2014 and awarded a contract.  

In addition to his professional success, Alex also has had a standout 
academic career at SCAD with a cumulative GPA of 3.81. 
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Raven Osborne completed sophomore year at Valdosta State University 
where she is studying Early Childhood Education. This year she began to 
take classes in her major and enjoyed the material a great deal. She visited 
the Brown family a number of times during the year and was a great 
Foundation ambassador at the MJB Meet of Champions in December 
2012.   

In the beginning of second semester, Raven was invited to attend a 
spiritual retreat called Chrysalis, which is patterned after the Emmaus 
Retreats. The experience deeply affected Raven as she had just lost a dear 
high school friend in a tragic accident.  

Raven spent the summer working for Atlanta Ophthalmology Associates 
and also part time with the Atlanta Boys and Girls Club. She is particularly 
drawn to young children.  During the summer, Raven met with Kay 
Meuthing, the special education coordinator for autistic children in 
Gwinnett County. This is an educational area that Raven may want to 
pursue. She is hoping to be admitted to the Early Childhood and Special 
Education Department of Valdosta.  
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On May 1, 2013, the fifth Madeleine Jude Brown Scholarship was awarded to 

Aniya Hamilton at the Tucker High School Senior Awards Ceremony. Aniya 

is one of seven sisters who grew up in a single parent household. As the 

second oldest child, Aniya shouldered more responsibility than most children 

her age. Despite a busy home life, she managed to pursue an International 

Baccalaureate degree which involved advanced college-level courses and 

considerable extracurricular service projects. In addition to these challenges, 

Aniya competed in both Varsity volleyball and Varsity basketball and in 

Senior year was elected captain of both teams. As her IB science mentor said: 

"…most of our IB students can go straight home after school and work on 

their homework. Aniya doesn't get home until 9PM at night and still manages 

to maintain her GPA." Incredibly, Aniya graduated from Tucker with a 4.35 GPA and was named Salutatorian for her class. In 

addition to the MJB Award, Aniya received the William Venable Award, Tucker High School Scholar Athlete Award, the Zell 

Miller Award and the University of Georgia Certificate of Merit Award. 

Despite a difficult childhood, Aniya developed a deep Trust in the Divine. She writes: "As people, we sometimes need 
something to believe in, to keep us striving towards a better future. Having the Lord to pray to, believe in and give us hope to 
keep going is a big part of getting to where we want to be. I recognized that through hard times, having faith even in the 
unthinkable circumstances, kept me waking up every day, kept me driving for greatness, and kept me believing in a better day."  

Aniya's determination, perseverance, faith and exuberant joyfulness reminded us of Madeleine Jude. It will be a blessing to 
follow her through the University of Georgia where she hopes to study Environmental Health Science. 
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Melanie McCall is a sophomore at the Georgia Institute of Technology where she plans to 
major in computational media. After a challenging first semester, Melanie developed a 
system of self organization that enabled her to excel academically. She writes: 

“My first year at Georgia Tech went by faster than I had imagined. There are rumors about 
the workload at Tech. I was prepared for the work I had to put in, but being at the top of 
my class, (like every other student that gets accepted to Tech), I wasn’t prepared for my first 
F on a test. It’s a little unreal at first – that you studied for it and still failed. But that’s the 
kind of thing that happens here all the time. After those first few tests that disappoint 
almost everyone, you have to try harder. So the question starts as ‘can you do it?’ at the 
beginning and then it becomes ‘do you want it?’ Because if you want to succeed, then you 
have to do whatever it takes to get there. There’s no one to make you do it but yourself. 
The grades you make will always be a result of your effort. So I had to learn that the hard 
way. I wasn’t used to reaching out for help and using every resource available until I got the 
results I wanted --- but it became part of my routine. The first year in college can be great 
or terrible, but in the end you learn a lot from it and come one step closer to growing up.” 

Over the summer, Melanie, Veronica and Annie took the skills Melanie developed at Tech 
and expanded them to create a manual for high school students transitioning to college (see 
Activities). 
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Making the JUMP to College_________________________________________________________________ 

This year, the Foundation has been working on a manual to help high school 

students with the transition to college. Making the JUMP to College started with a 

discussion Mary had with Melanie McCall at lunch. Mary asked her, “What did 

you learn this past year that you wish you had known at the beginning of 

college?” Melanie started talking and the framework for the book emerged. 

Veronica and Annie, recent graduates themselves, collaborated with Mary and 

Melanie on the final product. Catharine Lynch Intemann, Madeleine’s aunt, was 

invaluable in the organization and preparation of the book. 

 

We hope to publish the Manual in early 2014. It will be available on Amazon. 

Madeleine Jude Brown Invitational Swimming Meet_____________________________________________ 

Madeleine Jude Brown Foundation 
3845 Club Drive 

Atlanta, GA 30319 
(404)-237-4368 

www.madeleinejudebrown.com 

On December 15th, Marist School hosted the 5th Madeleine Jude Brown 
Invitational Swimming Meet at the Emory University Aquatic Center.   
This annual event, held in the pool named for Madeleine, has become 
one of the largest and most popular sporting events for Georgia high 
schools. Over 600 swimmers began the day with a prayer for the victims 
and families of the Newtown tragedy.  Many athletes achieved personal 
best times, qualifying them for the State Meet in February.  The work of 
the MJB Foundation was highlighted and our current scholars greeted 
visitors, swimmers and families on the upper concourse. 
 
The 2013 MJB Invitational Meet will be held from 8AM to 4PM on 
Saturday, December 14th at the Madeleine Jude Brown Aquatic 
Center of Emory University. All are welcome to join us and our 
scholars as we greet the athletes and their families. 

 

 

 

Making the JUMP to College 

A Guide for Success 


